Unresponsiveness to hypoglycemia of centers controlling epinephrine release in cerebral infarct patients.
Urinary excretion of catecholamines under insulin hypoglycemia was studied in cerebral infarct patients as well as in patients with Parkinson's disease and subjects with lumbar discopathy (control group). While in the last two categories of subjects a normal response to hypoglycemia, i.e., an increase in urinary excretion of epinephrine was noticed, no such increase was found in patients with cerebral infarction. The disorder is attributed to the unresponsiveness to hypoglycemia of the brain stem centers controlling epinephrine secretion.